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Current situation: eco -innovations carried out in 

Basque industry by typology 
(Innovation 2020 Survey: % out of  3,007 industries with > 10 employees)



Economía Circular como 
instrumento para el fomento de 
la competitividad empresarial



Economía Circular como 
instrumento para el fomento de 
la competitividad empresarial

Circular Ecoinnovation : a path of  learning
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Basque Countries Circular Eco -innovation Projects 

vs Priority Areas (based on 218 projects launched between 2014 -21)
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Cross -sectoral Flows between Ihobe ´s Circular Eco -Innovation 

Projects (between 2016 -21)
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Feasibility  of  Ihobe ´s Circular Ecoinnovation  Projects : 

bridging  the  òvalley  of  deathóin the  Basque  Country
Environment -Technical -Economic -Comercial Feasibility  (%)

24% Source : Ihobe, 
based  on 86 
finished   projects  
(end  2020)
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ENVIRONMENTAL   TECHNICAL         ECONOMIC  COMMERCIAL        IN THE MARKET
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Fuente: Ihobe, 
estimación 3 años 
tras finalizar;  sobre 
proyectos  de 
viabilidad  ambiental, 
técnica y económica 
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Results of  Ihobe ´s successful 

Circular Eco -innovation projects

Source: Ihobe, based on successful 
projects out of  218 completed or 
ongoing projects between 2016 -21. 
Expected results 3 years after the 
end of  the project



Economía Circular como 
instrumento para el fomento de 
la competitividad empresarial

IHOBE

27%

UNIÓN 

EUROPEA

11%

Basque companies involved in Circular Eco -innovation projects
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Key Technology Agents for these Circular Eco -innovation projects
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green 
differentiation in 

the market
29%

Competitiveness
18%

Future 
Green 

Regulation
53%

11x Drives of  218 Circular Ecoinnovoation  Projects  

in the  Basque  Country
Transparency & Green Labelling 
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Green Public 
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Models
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Motivating Factors for Eco -innovation in Basque Industry 
(EUSTAT-Innovation 2020 Survey: % of  900 eco -innovative companies with > 10 employees)
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Highlights 2022 -23 news from the EU, Spain and the Basque Country

UE
Á Sustainable  Product  Initiative  SPI (30/03/22)

Á Industrial Emissions  Directive IED (04/04/22)

Á Green Taxonomy  Regulation   (12/07/22)

Á Green Claims  Regulation   (Nov.   22)

Á Critical  Materials  Act    (March 23)

Á Soil  Protection  Strategy/Directive (03/12/21)

Basque  Country
Á Land Protection Strategy (06/06/22)

Á Environmental Framework Programme (in process)

Á Law on Environmental Transition and Climate Change (Jun 23?)

Á Air Quality Plan    (in process)

Spain
ÁWaste and Contaminated Soil Law  (08/04/22)



Economía Circular como 
instrumento para el fomento de 
la competitividad empresarial

30/03/2022
UE Sustainable Products Initiative 

04/04/2022
UE Industrial Emmissions Directive
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Basque  Country: a common  framework
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Basque Science, Technology and Innovation Plan  PCTI 2030 : 

Ecoinnovation Leading Team
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CHALLENGES TO BE TACKLED IN DEPTH: PRIORITY AREAS OF ECO -INNOVATION IN 

THE BASQUE SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY PLAN 2030

Tecnology

Know -

ledge  for  

policy

PRIORITY AREAS - DEFINING CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

1.RECYCLING KEY METALS AND CRITICAL RAW MATERIALS 

2.RECYCLED AND RECYCLABLE PLASTICS

3.SUSTAINABLE BUILDING MATERIALS 

4.PRODUCT VALUE RETENTION 

5.WATER CIRCULARITY TECHNOLOGIES

6.BIO -ECONOMICS (non -food )

(x) 7.LCA INVENTORIES AND TRACEABILITY + METHODS AND STANDARDS FOR CIRCULARITY

(x) 8. MODELLING BASQUE ECONOMIC CHAINS BASED ON DATA, SCENARIOS AND INSTRUMENTS 

(x) 9. TERRITORY DATA - OBSERVATION, MONITORING AND SIMULATION (incl. environmental air quality) 

X (x) 10. TECHNICAL SOLUTIONS FOR CLIMATE ADAPTATION (incl. NBS, 3 domains ) 

(x) 11. INTEGRAL WATER CYCLE MANAGEMENT (territorial perspective ) 

(x) 12. SUSTAINABLE LAND MANAGEMENT (incl. carbon sinks)

X (x) 13. SOIL PREVENTION, RESTORATION AND REMEDIATION 

14. GOVERNANCE AND SOCIAL INNOVATION

Climate  Adaptation , Soil  Management and Zero PollutionCircular Economy



Economía Circular como 
instrumento para el fomento de 
la competitividad empresarial

Activation of òchallenging circular eco-innovation 

projectsó: pilots in 2022

1. There is a motivating 

factor, an EU green 

driver (future 

regulation or 

instrument)

2. There is a 

transformative 

circular 

business 

opportunity

1. There is a motivating 

factor, an EU green 

driver (future env. 

regulation or 

instrument)

3. Define R&D&I 

needs based on 

the circular 

business model 

and plan

4. Build an 

excellent circular 

R&D&I project to 

apply for funding 

programmes (EU,..)
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Five pilots òchallenging circular eco-

innovation projectsó ongoing in 2022


